


Imperial County 
Planning & Development Services Department 

 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF DRAFT EIR FOR IMPERIAL SOLAR ENERGY CENTER WEST 

AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC EIR SCOPING MEETING 
 
The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department intends to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Imperial Solar Energy Center West, as 
described below. A public scoping meeting for the proposed EIR will be held by the Imperial County 
Planning and Development Services Department on Thursday, June 24, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  The 
scoping meeting will be held at the Board of Supervisors Chambers 2nd Floor, County Administration 
Center, located at 640 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243.  Comments regarding the scope of the EIR 
will be accepted at this meeting.  Also, a NEPA environmental assessment will be prepared to 
address the Applicant’s request for Grant of right of way through Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
lands. 

SUBJECT: Imperial Solar Energy Center West EIR 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL: To Be Determined.  

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed project site is located on private land within the unincorporated 
area of the County of Imperial. The project site is located north and south of Interstate 8, and east of 
Dunaway Road, west of the Westside Main Canal in Ocotillo, CA.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project is the development of a solar energy center on 
1,103 acres of mostly vacant but economically unviable agricultural land.  Project would include a 
facility consisting of ground mounted photovoltaic solar power generating system, supporting 
structures, operations and maintenance building, substation, water treatment facility, plant control 
system, meteorological station, and roads and fencing. The electric generating facility would connect 
to the Imperial Valley Substation via 230 kV transmission lines. The Imperial Valley Substation is 
isolated by federal lands managed by the BLM.  The project plans a 120-foot-wide Right-of-Way from 
the project site, along BLM land (BLM Utility Corridor “N”) to the Imperial Valley Substation. 

URBAN AREA PLAN: None, located in unincorporated area of County of Imperial 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISTRICT: District 2, Supervisor Jack Terrazas 

ANTICIPATED SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS: The EIR will analyze potential impacts associated with the 
following: Aesthetics; Agricultural Resources; Air Quality; Biological Resources; Cultural Resources; 
Cumulative Impacts Geology/Soils; Greenhouse Gas Emissions/Climate Change; Growth-Inducing 
Impacts; Hazards/Hazardous Materials; Hydrology/Water Quality; Land Use/Planning; Noise; Public 
Services/Utilities; and, Transportation/Circulation. 

COMMENTS REQUESTED:  The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department 
would like to know your ideas about the effects this project might have on the environment and your 
suggestions as to mitigation or ways the project may be revised to reduce or avoid any significant 
environmental impacts.  Your comments will guide the scope and content of environmental issues to 
be examined in the EIR.  Your comments may be submitted in writing to: Patricia Valenzuela, Planner 
III, Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA 
92243.  Available project information may be reviewed at this location. 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION REVIEW PERIOD: June 11, 2010 through July 13, 2010.  
 
JH/DG/JMS:\APN FILES\052\190\022\NewspaperNotice-West NOP-edits.docx 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately 
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each 
question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources 
show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g. the project falls 
outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should be explained where it is based on 
project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g. the project will not expose sensitive 
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, 
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational 
impacts. 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the 
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant 
with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is 
substantial evidence that an effect is significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant 
Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required. 

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the 
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a 
"Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and 
briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level, (Mitigation Measures, 

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, 
an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 
15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the follow: 

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within 
the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on 
the earlier analysis. 

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures 
Incorporated." describe the mitigation measures, which were incorporated or refined from the 
earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project. 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS (Continued): 

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources 
for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously-prepared 
or outside documents should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where 
the statement is substantiated. 

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 

8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead 
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's 
environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

9) The explanation of each issue should identify: 
a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 

b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance. 
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III: Air Quality (d-e) NI 
No sensitive receptors surrounding the project site have been identified. No housing exists on the project site or 
within the immediate vicinity of the project site that would be impacted by substantial pollutant concentrations from 

IV: Biological Resources (a-f) PSI 

(a-d) 

The proposed construction phase of the project may result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of one or more 
criteria pollutants as a result of point, and non-point source emissions, for which the project region is in non­
attainment under applicable federal and state ambient air quality standards. Thus, a potentially significant impact is 
identified for this issue area. 

No sensitive receptors immediately surrounding the project site have been identified. No stationary source emissions 
are proposed from the project; however, temporary construction air quality emissions have the potential to result in a 
significant impact. 

To address the above-identified issues, an analysis of air quality impacts is being prepared for the proposed project 
and these potential air quality impacts will be addressed in the EIR. 

the project site. 

The proposed project is the installation of a solar electricity generating facility, which is not anticipated to generate 
objectionable odors. No impact is identified for these issue areas. 

The flat-tailed horned lizard is a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) sensitive species. According to the Flat-tailed 
Homed Lizard Rangewide Management Strategy (2003), the historical range of the flat-tailed horned lizard is located 
primarily in Imperial Valley. As part of the project, the electricity generating facility is anticipated to connect to the 
Imperial Valley Substation via 230 kV transmission lines constructed on existing transmission corridors located on 
BLM land. The BLM land has the potential to provide habitat for the flat-tailed horned lizard. Therefore, a flat-tailed 
horned lizard habitat assessmenUsurvey shall be conducted to determine if potential/suitable habitat is present on the 
project site. Other species, such as the burrowing owl have the potential to be present on the project site. Thus, a 
potentially significant impact is identified for this issue area, and this issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

The transmission lines would run through BLM lands and connect to the Imperial Valley Substation. The construction 
and operation of these transmission lines may potentially interfere with the movement of wildlife species and cause a 
SUbstantial adverse effect on riparian habitats or wetlands. Therefore, a potentially significant impact is identified for 
these issue areas. 

V: Cultural Resources PSI 

A cultural resources survey and records search of cultural resource sites located within one mile of the project site 
and transmission corridors shall be completed to determine if any cultural resources are located on or near the 
project site. Thus, a potentially significant impact has been identified for this issue, and this issue will be addressed in 
the EIR. 

In addition, a search of sacred lands on file at the Native American Heritage Commission shall be conducted to 
determine if any designated Sacred Lands are present in the immediate project vicinity. Thus, a potentially significant 
impact has been identified for this issue, and this issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

Many paleontological fossil sites are recorded in Imperial County have been discovered during construction activities. 
Paleontological resources are typically impacted when earthwork activities such as mass excavation cut into 
geological deposits (formations) with buried fossils. It is not known if any paleontological resources are located on the 
project site. Based on the San Diego-EI Centro Sheet Geologic Map of California prepared by the Division of Mines 
and Geology, dated 1962, the project site is underlain by geologic units comprised of quaternary lake deposits of the 
ancient Lake Cahuilla. This type of deposit arrived during the late Pleistocene age (the last 10,000 years) and is 
suitable for discovery of paleontological resources. Thus, a potentially significant impact has been identified for this 
issue area, and this issue will be addressed in the EIR. 
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VI: Geology and Soils (a2, a3, c,e) PSI 
The project site is located in the seismically active Imperial Valley in Southern California and is considered likely to be 
subjected to moderate to strong ground motion from earthquakes in the region. The site could be affected by the 
occurrence of seismic activity to some degree, but no more than the surrounding properties. Additionally, Imperial 
County is classified as Seismic Zone 4 by the Uniform Building Code, (Sections 1626 through 1635), which requires 
developments to incorporate the most stringent earthquake resistant measures. A potentially significant impact has 
been identified for this issue, and will be evaluated in more detail in the EIR. 

According to the Soil Survey of Imperial County, the proposed project is underlain with Holtville silty clay wet; Imperial 
-Glenbar silty clay loams, wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes; Indio-Vint complex; Meloland very fine sandy loam, wet; 
Meloland and Holtville loams, wet; Rositas sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes; Rositas fine sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes; 
Rositas fine sand, wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes; Vint loamy very fine sand, wet; and, Vint and Indio very fine sandy 
loams,wet. (United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service, 1981). A majority of these soils are 
considered potentially unstable and incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks. Therefore, a 
potentially Significant impact has been identified for this issue area, and this issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

VI: Geology and Soils (b,d) L TSI 
Soil erosion can result during construction as grading and construction can loosen surface soils and make soils 
susceptible to wind and water movement across the surface. However, impacts are not considered significant since 
erosion would be controlled on-site in accordance with County standards including preparation, review and approval 
of a grading plan by the County Engineer. Upon completion of construction, potential for on-site soil erosion would be 
eliminated since developed areas would either be paved or landscaped. Thus, implementation of County standards 
would reduce the potential impacts to below a level of significance. 

According to the Soil Survey of Imperial County, the proposed project is underlain with Holtville silty clay wet; Imperial 
-Glen bar silty clay loams, wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes; Indio-Vint complex; Meloland very fine sandy loam, wet; 
Meloland and Holtville loams, wet; Rositas sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes; Rositas fine sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes; 
Rositas fine sand, wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes; Vint loamy very fine sand, wet; and, Vint and Indio very fine sandy 
loams,wet. (United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service, 1981). A majority of these soils have 
a low expansion potential; thus, a less than significant impact is identified for this issue area. 

VI: Geology and Soils (a1, a4) NI 
The project site is not located within a State of California, Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone. 

In addition, as identified in the Seismic and Public Safety Element of the County of Imperial General Plan, the hazard 
of landsliding is unlikely due to the regional planar topography. Thus, no impact is identified for these issue areas. 

VII: Greenhouse Gas Emissions (a-b) PSI 
The proposed project has the potential to generate greenhouse gas emissions with the construction of the solar 
facility and the travel required to and from the project site by construction workers. The on-site assembly and 
construction workforce is expected to reach a peak of approximately 285 workers. In the long-term, the project is 
expected to provide a benefit with respect to reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. A Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions/Climate Change technical report is being completed for the proposed project. Thus, a potentially significant 
impact is identified for these issue areas. 

VIII: Hazards and Hazardous Materials (a-b) PSI 
The operation of the solar facility could potentially handle hazardous materials. The hazardous materials handled on­
site would be limited to small amounts of everyday use cleaners, common chemicals used for maintenance, and 
other common chemicals. The project will be required to comply with State laws and County Ordinance restrictions, 
which regulate and control the materials handled on-site. Such hazardous wastes would be transported off-site for 
disposal according to applicable State and County restrictions and laws governing the disposal of hazardous waste 
during construction and operation of the project. Disposal of hazardous wastes on the project site is not part of the 
proposed project. However, a potentially significant impact remains for this issue area, and this issue will be 
addressed in the EIR. 

The project site is currently vacant but was previously used as agricultural land; therefore, there is a potential that the 
project may contain contaminated soils. A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is being completed for the 
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proposed project. Thus, a potentially significant impact is identified for this issue area, and this issue will be discussed 
in the EIR. 

VIII: Hazards and Hazardous Materials (e-h) NI 
The project site is not located within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. No impact is identified for this 
issue area. 

The project site is not listed as a hazardous materials site pursuant to Government Code, Section 65962.5. No impact 
is identified for this issue area. 

The project site is not located within two miles of a public airport or a private airstrip. Thus, no impact is identified for 
these issue areas. 

As identified in the Seismic and Public Safety Element of the County of Imperial General Plan, the "Imperial County 
Emergency Plan" addressed Imperial County's planned response to extraordinary emergency situations associated 
with natural disasters, technological incidents, and nuclear defense operations. The proposed circulation pfan for the 
project site will be required to provide emergency access points and safe vehicular travel. In addition, local building 
codes would be followed to minimize flood, seismic, and fire hazard. Thus, the proposed project would not impair the 
implementation or physically interfere with any adopted emergency response plans or emergency evacuation plans. 
No impact is identified for this issue area. 

The project site is not characterized as an area of urban/wildland interface. According to the Imperial County Natural 
Hazard Disclosure (Fire) Map prepared by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (2000) the 
project site does not fall into an area characterized as either: (1) a wildland area that may contain substantial forest 
fire risk and hazard; or (2) very high fire hazard severity zone. Thus, the project site would not expose people or 
structures to significant risk of loss injury or death involving wildland fire, and no impact is identified for this issue 
area. 

IX: Hydrology and Water Quality (a) PSI 
No point sources of discharge are proposed on the project site. However, the proposed project has the potential to 
create urban non-point source discharge (e.g., synthetic/organic chemicals). No waste discharge requirements have 
been issued for the proposed site or proposed project. A water quality technical report is being prepared for the 
proposed project and will be addressed in the EIR. Thus, potentially significant impacts have been identified for these 
issue areas as the proposed project has the potential to violate water quality standards and waste discharge 
requirements, and could otherwise substantially degrade water quality. This issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

IX: Hydrology and Water Quality (e-f) L TSI 
The proposed project is anticipated to generate a minimal increase in the amount of runoff water from water use 
involving solar panel washing. However, water will continue to percolate through the ground, as a majority of the 
surfaces on the project site will remain pervious. Thus, the proposed project will not substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site, substantially increase the rate of runoff, or contribute runoff water which would exceed 
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems. Therefore, a less than significant impact is identified 
for these issue areas. 

IX: Hydrology and Water Quality (b, g, h,i, j) NI 
The proposed project does not propose the use of groundwater. Water will continue to percolate through the ground, 
as a majority of the surfaces on the project site will remain pervious. No impact is identified for this issue area. 

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map, the majority of the 
project site is located in Zone X, which is an area determined to be outside of the 0.2% annual chance of a flood. A 
portion of the project site is located in Zone A, which is an area subject to 1 % annual chance of a flood. However, the 
project does not propose the placement of housing or structures within a 1 OO-year flood hazard area. Thus, no impact 
is identified for these issue areas. 

No bays or lakes are located within a two-mile radius of the project site and the project site is located over 100 miles 
from the Pacific Ocean. In addition, the project site is relatively flat and level. Therefore, there is no potential for the 
project site to be inundated by seiches, tsunamis, or mudflows. Thus, no impact is identified for this issue. 
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X: Land Use and Planning (b,c) PSI 
No land use amendment would be required for the portion of the project located within the County's jurisdiction, as 
the facility is an allowed use within the existing zones subject to a Conditional Use Permit. However, the transmission 
line component of the project will need to be examined in the context of the BLM's Land Use Plan (LUP) for the 
project area. The proposed project falls under the California Desert Conservation Area, but is consistent with the plan 
because it is located entirely within BLM's designated utility corridor. The proposed project is within a desert 
management area under the Flat-tailed Horned Lizard Rangewide Management Strategy. Thus, a potentially 
significant impact has been identified for this issue area. This issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

The project site is currently designated by the General Plan as "Agriculture." The County identifies agricultural land as 
a form of open space. As such, there are activities such as hunting, bike riding, walking, and bird watching that can 
take place in agricultural areas. Furthermore, it is anticipated that the impact to recreation use on BLM lands would 
need to be assessed. The analysis would analyze the compatibility of the proposed transmission lines with 
designated BLM recreational use areas, based on BLM's LUP. Thus, a potentially significant impact has been 
identified for this issue. 

X: Land Use and Planning (a) NI 
The proposed project does not physically divide any established community. Thus, no impact is identified for this 
issue area. 

XI: Mineral Resources (a-b) NI 
The entire project site is not utilized for mineral resource production. According to the Conservation and Open Space 
Element of the County of Imperial General Plan, no known mineral resources occur within the project site nor does 
the project site contain mapped mineral resources. As such, the proposed project would not adversely affect the 
availability of any known mineral resources within the project site. Thus, no impact is identified for these issue areas. 

XII: Noise (a,c,d) PSI 
The proposed project has the potential to exceed construction noise (temporary noise) standards on-site and off-site 
(e.g., sensitive habitat areas). A noise analysis is being prepared to identify any potential temporary and permanent 
impacts of the proposed project. Thus, potentially significant impacts have been identified for these issue areas. 
These issues will be addressed in the EIR. 

XII: Noise (b,e,f) NI 
The proposed project is a solar facility development. This use would not create excessive ground bourne vibration or 
noise levels. In addition, grading associated with project development is unlikely to generate groundborne vibration or 
noise levels through blasting or other construction related activity, as the project is characterized by flat topography. 
Therefore, no impact is identified for this issue area. 

The project site is not located within two miles of a public airport or a private airstrip. Thus, no impacts have been 
identified for these issue areas. 

XIII: Population and Housing(a-c) NI 
The proposed project is currently vacant and does not propose the development of housing. The project would 
require approximately 4 full-time personnel for operations and maintenance of the solar facility and one security 
guard. The proposed project would not result in a substantial population growth, as the number of employees 
required to operate and maintain the facility is minimal. Therefore, no impact is identified for these issue areas. 

XIV: Public Services (a) (1-5) NI 
The proposed solar facility would not result in a substantial increase in population. The proposed project would not 
result in an increase need of public services; existing services would be sufficient to service the proposed project. As 
such, the proposed project would not have an adverse physical effect on the environment because the project does 
not require new or significantly altered services or facilities to be constructed. Therefore, no impact is identified for 
this issue area. 



Planning& Development Services Department 
(COUNTY OF IMPERIAL) 

PAGE 21 Director 
JURG HEUBERGER, AICP, CEP 

l'l:P 10-00 12iVariancc Ii CSoiar i)c\,dOpmenL LLC June 2010 

XV: Recreation (a-b) NI 
The proposed project is a solar facility and would not create a demand for recreation or parks in the County. No 
impact is identified for this issue area. 

XVI: Transportation/Traffic (a-b) PSI 
The construction phases of the proposed project would result in an increase,of traffic to the area, which may result in 
a potentially significant impact. A traffic impact study is being prepared. Thus a potentially significant impact is 
identified for this issue area. This issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

XVI: Transportation/Traffic (c-f) NI 
The proposed project would not result in changes to existing air traffic patterns through an increase in traffic levels or 
change in location. Thus, no impact is identified for this issue area. 

The proposed project would not change the existing surrounding circulation network. Thus, no impact is identified for 
this issue area. 

The proposed circulation plan for the project site will be required to provide emergency access points and safe 
vehicular travel. Thus, no impact is identified for this issue area. 

The proposed project would not conflict with any adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, 
bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such facilities. Thus, no impact is 
identified for this issue area. 

XVII: Utilities and Services Systems (a-g) L TSI 
The proposed project is anticipated to result in a minimal increase in water demand/use. Water will be needed for 
domestic use, solar panel washing and fire protection once the project facilities are fully operational. An on site water 
treatment facility is proposed and would draw water from the Westside Main canal and treat it to the level required for 
domestic and solar panel washing use. The project site is currently vacant, but was previously used for agriculture. 
An agricultural farm currently uses more water than the proposed solar facility would need during and post 
construction. Therefore, a less than significant impact is identified for this issue. 
Thus, a less than significant impact is identified for this issue. 

Domestic waste water from the operations and maintenance building is expected to be limited in volume due to the 
few staff members required on-site. This wastewater will be treated via an on-site septic system. Thus, a less than 
significant impact is identified for this issue area. 

During operations of the proposed project, waste generation will be minor. Solid wastes will be disposed of using a 
locally-licensed waste hauling service. Thus, a less than significant impact is identified for this issue. 

XVIII: Mandatory Findings of Significance 
Implementation of the proposed project has the potential to impact sensitive biological resources, cultural resources, 
and transportation/circulation. These issues will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

In addition, the proposed project has the potential to result in a cumulatively considerable net increase or one or more 
criteria pollutants for which the project region is in non-attainment under applicable federal and state ambient air 
quality standards. Therefore a potentially significant cumulative impact may occur. An analysis of air quality impacts 
is being prepared for the proposed project and will be discussed in the EIR. 

The proposed project has the potential to result in significant environmental effects, which could directly or indirectly 
cause adverse effects on human beings. As demonstrated in this Initial Study, the proposed project has the potential 
to result in significant impacts to air quality, geology/soils, hazards and hazardous materials, and noise. These impact 
areas could result in direct or indirect adverse effects on human beings. Thus, a potentially significant is identified for 
this issue area. These issues will be discussed in the EIR. 







Document Details Report 
State Clearinghouse Data Base 

SCH# 2010061037 

Project Title Imperial Solar Energy Center West 
Lead Agency Imperial County 

Type NOP Notice ot Preparation 

Description Devefopment of a solar energy center on 1,130 acres of mostly vacant but economically unviable 
agricliltural land. Project would include land designated as agriculture. Project would include a facility 
consisting of ground mounted photovoltaic solar power generating system, supporting structures: 
operations and maintenance building, substation, water treatment facility, plant control system, 
meteorological station, and roads and fencing. The electric generating facility would connect to the 
Imperial Valley SUbstation via 230 kV transmission lines. The Imperial Valley Substation is isolated by 
federal lands managed by the Bureau of land Management (BlM). The project plans a 120vfoot wide 
Right-ot-Way trom the project site, along BlM land (BlM Utility Corridor "Nil) to the Imperial Valley 
Substation. 

Lead Agency Contact 

Name Patricia Valenzuela 
Agency Imperial County 

Phone (760) 482-4236 x431 0 Fax 

email 

Address 801 Main Street 
City EI Centro State CA Zip 92243 

Project Location 
County Imperial 

City 

Region 

Cross Streets Dunaway Rd. 
Lat! Long 

Parcel No. 

Township Range Section Base 

Proximity to: 
Highways 1-8 

Airports 

Railways 

Waterways 

Schools 

Land Use Agriculture 
A-2 (General Agriculture), A-2-R (General Agricultural Rural Zone), and A-3 (Heavy Agriculture) 

Project Issues AestheticNisual; Agricultural land; Air Quality; Biological Resources; Archaeologic-Historic; 
Geologic/Seismic; Other Issues; Toxic/Hazardous; Water Quality; Landuse; Traffic/Circulation 

Reviewing Resources Agency; Colorado River Board; California Energy Commission; Office of Historic 
Agencies Preservation; Department of Parks and Recreation; Department of Water Resources; Department of 

Fish and Game, Region 6; Native American Heritage Commission; CA Department of Public Health; 
State Lands Commission; California Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 11; Department of Toxic 
Substances Control; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 7 

Date Received 06/14/2010 Start of Review 06/14/201 D End of Review 07/13/2010 

Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by lead agency. 





Subject: FW: Solar Project Interested Party List 

Date: Tuesday, June 22 20104:33 , PM 

From: Patricia Valenzuela <patriciavalenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us> 

To: ANDREW TROVETIE <ANDREW_TROVETIE@CA.BLM.GOV>, DANIEL STEWARD <DANIEL_STEWARD@CA.BLM.GOV>, 

ERIK MACK <EKMACK@DDE-INC.NET>, JENNIFER WHYTE <jennifer_whyte@ca.BLM>, IgoV>" ,JERRY BLANCHARD 

<JEnnY_BLANCHARD@CA.BLM.GOV>, JIM MINNICK <jimminnick@co.imperial.ca.us>, LEE SHERWOOD 

<Isherwood@recon.us.com>, PAUL WHITWORTH <paulwhitworth@lsrenew.com>, PETER FISHER 
<peterfisher@Lsrenew.com>, ROBERT FERRARA <robertferrara@lsrenew.com>, TIM GNIBUS <TIM@BRGINC.NET>, TOM 

DUBOSE <TDUBOSE@DDE-INC.NET> 

Cc: Jim Minnick <jimminnick@co.imperial.ca.us>, Darrell Gardner <darrellgardner@co.imperial.ca.us>, Jurg Heuberger 

<jurgheuberger@co.imperial.ca.us>, Richard Cabanilla <richardcabanilla@co.imperial.ca.us> 

FYI 

Received call today from "Californians for Alternatives to 
Toxics" (non-profit) as stated below. T heir concern is the pesticides 
that some solar projects intend to use for vegetation. 

Patricia Valenzuela 

Planner III 

county of imperial 

760-482-4320 

801 Main Street 

el Centro CA 92243 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 10:11 AM 

From: Vanessa Vasquez [mailto:vanessa@alt2tox.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 4:25 PM 
To: Patricia Valenzuela 
Subject: Solar Project Interested Party List 

Page 1 of 2 



Hello Patricia, 

my organization would like to be added to an interested party list to receive any 
NEPA/CEQA documentation on solar panel projects in Imperial County. It would 
be nice to be both emailed and physically mailed any notices and public 
participation documents. The mailing address is bellow and my email address can 
be used as the primary contact (vanessa@alt2tox.org). Thank you for getting back 
to me promptly. 

Vanessa Vasquez 
Programs Assistant 
Californians for Alternatives to Toxics 
315 P Street, Eureka, CA 95501 
707.445.5100 
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Wednesday, June 30, 2010 10:11 AM 

Subject: FW: Solar Project Interested Party List 

Date: Tuesday, June 22, 20104:55 PM 
From: Patricia Valenzuela <patriciavalenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us> 

To: ANDREW TROVETIE <ANDREW_TROVETIE@BLM.GOV>, DANIEL STEWARD <DANIEL_STEWARD@CA.BLM.GOV>, ERIK 

MACK <EKMACK@DDE-INC.NET>,JENNIFER WHYTE <jennifer_whyte@BLM>, IgoV>" ,JERRY BLANCHARD 

<JEnnY_BLANCHARD@CA.BLM.GOV>, JIM MINNICK <jimminnick@co.imperial.ca.us>, LEE SHERWOOD 

<Isherwood@recon.us.com>, PAUL WHITWORTH <paulwhitworth@lsrenew.com>, PETER FISHER 

<peterfisher@Lsrenew.com>, ROBERT FERRARA <robertferrara@lsrenew.com>, TIM GNIBUS <TIM@BRGINC.NET>, TOM 

DUBOSE <TDUBOSE@DDE-INC.NET> 

Sorry herbicides not pesticides 

Patricia Valenzuela 

Planner III 

county of imperial 

760-482-4320 

801 Main Street 

el Centro CA 92243 

From: Patricia Valenzuela 
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 4:33 PM 
To: 'ANDREW TROVETTE'; 'DANIEL STEWARD'; 'ERIK MACK'; 'JENNIFER WHYTE'; 'JERRY 
BLANCHARD'; 'JIM MINNICK'; 'LEE SHERWOOD'; 'PAUL WHITWORTH'; 'PETER FISHER'; 
'ROBERT FERRARA'; 'TIM GNIBUS'; 'TOM DUBOSE' 
Cc: Jim Minnick; Darrell Gardner; Jurg Heuberger; Richard Cabanilla 
Subject: FW: Solar Project Interested Party List 

FYI 
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Received call today from "Californians for Alternatives to 
Toxics" (non-profit) as stated below. T heir concern is the pesticides 
that some solar projects intend to use for vegetation. 

Patricia Valenzuela 

Planner III 

county of imperial 

760-482-4320 

801 Main Street 

el Centro CA 92243 

From: Vanessa Vasquez [mailto:vanessa@alt2tox.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 4:25 PM 
To: Patricia Valenzuela 
Subject: Solar Project Interested Party List 

Hello Patricia, 

my organization would like to be added to an interested party list to receive any 
NEPAlCEQA documentation on solar panel projects in Imperial County. It would 
be nice to be both emailed and physically mailed any notices and public 
participation documents. The mailing address is bellow and my email address can 
be used as the primary contact (vanessa@alt2tox.org). Thank you for getting back 
to me promptly. 
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Vanessa Vasquez 
Programs Assistant 
Californians for Alternatives to Taxies 
315 P Street, Eureka, CA 95501 
707.445.5100 
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Ms. Valenzuela 
June 23,2010 
Page 2 

freeway requires traffic control by the California Highway Patrol (CHP) and usually occur on 
weekend mornings. The CHP can perform a rolling break in traffic on most highways to allow 

up to a five-minute clearing. These breaks are adequate for simple cable installation. Utility 
personnel carry the conductors across the freeway lanes and hoist them into place on the opposite 
side of the freeway. On larger conductor crossings such as transmission lines, 1" or greater in 
diameter, districts may determine that safety nets are needed to prevent transmission lines from 
falling on traffic during cabling installations. Temporary safety-net support poles are placed at 
protected locations outside shoulders and in medians. If locations for temporary supports are not· 
available, the utility company may use K-rail and sand barrel crash cushions. After rope nets are 
strung during CHP traffic breaks other work is then allowed to proceed. Placement of the aerial 
line may be by helicopter. 

Visual aspects of the project, specifically glint and glare, must be documented not to have any 
potential impact to motorist driving on 1-8. 

Any work performed within CaltransRIW must provide an approved final envirorunental 
document including the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) determination addressing 
any environmental impacts within the Caltrans' RIW, and any corresponding technical studies. If 
these materials are not included with the encroachment permit application, the applicant will be 
required to acquire and provide these to Caltrans before the pennit application will be accepted. 
Identification of avoidance andlor mitigation measures will be a condition of the encroachment 
pennit approval as well as procurement of any necessary regulatory and resource agency pennits 

Additional infonnation regarding encroachment permits may be obtained by contacting the 
Caltrans Permits Office at (619) 688-6158. Early coordination with Caltrans is strongly advised 
for all encroachment permits. 

If you have any questions on the comments Caltrans has provided, please contact Leila Ibrahim of 
the Development Review Branch at (619) 688-6954. 

Si ' 7; cL 

JACOB Chief 
Development Review Branch 

krSTRONG, 

"Caltrans improves mobility across California" 



Mr. Jurg Heuberger 
Imperial County Planning Department 
939 Main Street 
EI Centro, CA 

Dear Mr. Heuberger: 

We have received the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Imperial Solar 
Energy Center West. This is a request by CSOLAR Development, LLC to develop a solar energy center on 
I, 103 acres of mostly vacant land previously utilized for agricultural purposes. The project would include a 
facility consisting of ground mounted photovoltaic solar power generating system, support structures, 
operations and maintenance buildings, substation, water treatment facility, plant control system, 
meteorological station, roads and fencing. The property is located on Interstate 8 and Dunaway Road on 
private land within the unincorporated portion of Imperial County. We offer the following comments. 

The property is located under a military low-level training route, Visual Route (VR)-288. Military aircraft are 
authorized to fly at up to but not exceeding the speed of sound and at altitudes as low as the published minimum 
while operating inside this route. Each route corridor has a minimum altitude of 300' above ground level (AGL) 
and route width is \0 miles wide. There is frequent fixed wing and helicopter traffic along these entire routes. 
The site may experience noise, vibrations, and interference from the over flight of aircraft. 

It is recommended that the Imperial County Planning Department notify the military agency that controls low­
level routes VR-288 for submission of comments/concerns. The controlling officer is located at the below 
address: 

d 452n OSS/OSK 
1250 Graeber Street 
March Air Force Base, CA 92518-11721 
Phone Number (909) 655-4376 FAX (909) 655-3118 

The Marine Corps Air Station does not have any additional comments at this time. Thank you for giving this 
Command the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions, please feel free to co

~ 
JAMES L. COMBS 
Major, U. S. Marine Corps 
Community Planner 

ntact me at (928) 269-
2103/2272. 

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
MARINE CORPS AIR STATION 

BQX99100 
YUMA. ARIZONA 85369-9100 

5726 
CP&UIMPEIP SECW 
June 23, 2010 

By direction of the 
Commanding Officer 













measurement, is the requirement of a dust control plan and notification 10 d
the commencement of construction to the Air District. The entire rule b
Imperial County can be found at http://www.imperialcounty.net under "Air Pol
encourage all developers, construction companies, cities and interested
obtain of copy of the newly proposed Regulation VIII, Fugitive Dust Control. 
have any questions please do not hesitate to call. 

Furthermore, per the project description a maintenance and equipment fa
build on the property. Therefore the project proponent must abide by the 

www.imperialcounty.net und

3 Using APCD approved hot spot modeling such as CALINE4, developed by and available through the California 
Department of Transportation. 

these health risk assessments are of a quantitative nature but can be a mixed 
qualitative and quantitative analysis. In any case, the relative human exposure, location 
of the project, distance to sensitive receptors all should be considered when developing 
the risk assessment. 

3 Projects anticipating heavy volumes of traffic should conduct hot spot modeling. Hot 
spot modeling will help determine compliance with the state CO standard at 
intersections and roadway links as determined by traffic impact analysis. In addition, 
existing and proposed projects must have a cumulative impact analysis. For each sub 
analysis and risk assessment mitigation measures should be identified, quantified for 
effectiveness and incorporated into the EIS. All mitigation measures should follow all 
District Rules and Regulations including the most current CEQA handbook. 
Consultation with the most recent· Clean Air Plans (SIP's), District Rules and 
Regulations and other Air District approved programs is recommended for effective 
applicability of standards. When it becomes apparent that on-site mitigation is 
insufficient to reduce impacts to insignificance then off-site mitigation should be a 
discussed and appropriately applied. Finally, in accordance with Assembly Bill 32, 

known as the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, a discussion of the impacts from 
Green House Gas emissions is necessary. 

All construction sites regardless of size must adhere to the requirements of Regulation 
VIII, Fugitive Dust Control. This regulation is comprised of six individual rules which 
combined apply Best Available Control Measures to any size construction or 
earthmoving activity. One most notable change, aside from the standard of 

ays prior to 
ook for the 
lution." We 
 parties to 
Should you 

cility will be 
Air Districts 

Rule 310 - Operation Development Fee. The purpose of this rule is to provide the Air 
District with a sound method for mitigating the emissions produced from the operation of 
new commercial and residential development projects throughout the County of Imperial 
and incorporated cities. All project proponents have the option to either provide: off-site 
mitigation, pay the operational development fee, or do a combination of both. 

For your convenience our Rule book can be accessed via the internet at 
er "Air Pollution Control". Should you have any questions . 

please do not hesitate to call the office at (760) 482-4606. 









Ms. Patricia Valenzuela 
July 2,2010 

Page2 

4) If buildings, other structures, asphalt or concrete-paved surface areas are being 
planned to be demolished, an investigation should also be conducted for the. 
presence of other hazardous chemicals, mercury, and asbestos containing materials 
(ACMs). If other hazprdous chemicals, lead-based paints (LPB) or products, 
mercury or ACMs are identified, proper precautions should be taken during 
demolition activities. Additionally, the contaminants should be remediated in 
compliance with California environmental regulations and policies. 

5) Future project construction may require soil excavation or filling in certain areas. 
Sampling may be required. If soil is contaminated, it must be properly disposed and 
not simply placed in another location onsite. Land Disposal Restrictions (LDRs) may 
be applicable to such soils. Also, if the project proposes to import soil to backfill the 
areas excavated, sampling should be conducted to ensure that the imported soil is 
free of contamination. 

6) Human health and the environment of sensitive receptors should be protected during 
any construction or demolition activities. If necessary, a health risk assessment 
overseen and approved by the appropriate government agency should be conducted 
by a qualified health risk assessor to determine if there are, have been, or will be, 
any releases of hazardQus materials that may pose a risk to human health or the 
envi ron ment. 

7) If the site was used for agricultural, livestock or related activities, onsite soils and 
groundwater might contain pesticides, agricultural chemical, organic waste or other 
related residue. Proper investigation, and remedial actions, if necessary, should be 
conducted under the oversight of and approved by a government agency at the site . 
prior to construction of the project. 

S) If it is determined that hazardous wastes are, or will be, generated by the 
proposed operations, the wastes must be managed in accordance with the California 
Hazardous Waste Control Law (California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, 

Chapter 6.5) and the Hazardous Waste Control Regulations (California Code of 
Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5). If it is determined that hazardous wastes will be 
generated, the facility should also obtain a United States Environmental Protection 
Agency Identification Number by contacting (SOO) 61S-6942. Certain hazardous 
waste treatment processes or hazardous materials, handling, storage or uses may 
require authorization from the local Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA). 
Information about the requirement for authorization can be obtained by contacting 
your local CUPA. 
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